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Teachers, 4-H Clubs, FFA Chapters, 
Community Groups- have an idea for a pro-
gram that brings agriculture to the commu-
nity or your group?

The Knox County Farm Bureau Foundation 
has the Agriculture in the Community Grant 
available to you! These grants are available to 
teachers, FFA Chapters, 4-H Clubs, and com-
munity groups wanting to signify the impor-
tance of agriculture in Knox County. For more 
information and the grant guidelines, visit 
www.knoxcfb.org and click on the Foundation 
tab. Questions regarding the grant application 
should be sent to knoxcfb@knoxcfb.org. 2024 
Application Due Dates: May 1, 2024; August 
1, 2024; November 1, 2024. 

Grants Available!

On March 19, over 40 FFA students joined the KCFB Young Farmers for the FFA 
Acquaintance Night at Skate Palace in Galesburg for roller skating. All FFA Chapters 
in Knox County attended; Abingdon-Avon, Galesburg, Knoxville, ROWVA, and 

Williamsfield. FFA members learned more about Farm Bureau and how to get 
involved and met Young Farmer members. Attending this event allows chapters to 
become eligible for sponsorships to the FFA BUILD Conference from Illinois Farm 
Bureau. This night would not have been possible without the generous sponsorship 
from West Central FS!

Young Farmers Host FFA Acquaintance Night



Members are always welcome 
at Knox County Farm Bureau’s 
Board of Director meetings.  They 
are held the third Thursday of each 
month. Please call for times.
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Cool Beans: Soy surrounds us
From the cooking oil in the cupboard 

and the feed in the hen house to the souls 
of the shoes at the back door, soy surrounds 
me. Every morning, soy hits me in the face 
with my makeup and the gut with my pro-
tein shake. We fuel our tractors and diesel-
engine trucks with renewable, American-
made soy-based biodiesel. And for a few 
weeks this spring, I will see the bean more 
than my family, when I plant more than 350 
million soybean seeds on our farm.

Measuring smaller than my pinky nail, 
the mighty, protein-rich bean’s highly ver-
satile characteristics accommodate global 
demands for food, feed and fuel. Illinois 
legislation currently attempts to identify the 

soybean as the Illinois state bean. After all, 
Illinois farmers grow more soybeans than 
anyone, with the reigning title of No. 1 soy-
bean state in the nation.

Soybeans cover about one-fourth of 
Illinois’ land mass and about 45% of my 
family’s farmable land. We grow ultra-high-
protein beans for niche markets that pro-
duce protein shakes and plant-based meats. 
We contract with companies to grow seed 
soybeans that farmers will buy and grow the 
following year. And we serve the traditional 
markets for Illinois soybeans: A domes-
tic supply of high-protein animal feed and 
a significant export market thanks to our 
state’s valuable river transportation system. 
In fact, 60% of Illinois soybeans are export-
ed, credited to the Mississippi, Illinois and 
Ohio rivers bordering or flowing through 
our state.  

Beans from our small-town farm often 
head to China, the top soybean importer by 
a wide margin. The country buys four times 
the American soybeans of No. 2 Mexico for 
oil and animal feed. Meanwhile, animals 

represent our nation’s top soybean consumer. 
Chickens, turkeys, pigs, cattle and farm-raised 
fish thrive on the protein content in soybean 
meal that makes up 80% of the bean.

In the kitchen, soymilk and margarine 
(plant butter) serve as dairy alternatives. 
People treat tofu, a soybean product, like meat. 
Newspapers print with soy ink, kids color with 
soy-filled crayons, and soy frequently makes 
food labels in the grocery aisles. Serving as an 
emulsifier for some foods, soy lecithin allows 
oil and water to mix in favorite snacks like gra-
nola bars and chocolates.

On the farm, soybeans collaborate well 
with conservation-minded practices of no-till 
and cover crops. They add benefits to the soil 
in a corn-soybean planting rotation and pro-
vide our farm a double-cropping option after 
July-harvested wheat within a single growing 
season. They are pretty cool beans.

About the author: Joanie Stiers farms with her 
family in West-Central Illinois, where they grow 
corn, soybeans, hay and cover crops and raise 
beef cattle, backyard chickens and farmkids.

75. FARM CREDIT
We support:
1. The availability of adequate sources 

of credit for all agricultural interests.
2. Agricultural lenders publicizing 

their rates and loan policies.
3. Farm Service Agency (FSA) assis-

tance to those borrowers who cannot ob-
tain credit otherwise.

4. Continued graduation of FSA bor-
rowers who exhibit the ability to obtain 
credit from conventional sources and con-
tinue to work with FSA in developing im-
proved and flexible programs with more 
effective use of FSA funds.

5. FSA in providing adequate levels and 
terms of credit in a constructive and re-
sponsible manner.

6. Reviewing and recommending ap-
propriate FSA agency policy on loan term 
limits, loan size limits, and interest rate 
subsidies.

7. FSA loans be secured by adequate 
collateral and reasonable repayment ca-
pacity.

8. The use of past business perfor-
mance, when available, as a strong indica-
tor of future performance when consider-
ing approval of an FSA loan for a farmer.

9. The USDA improving all USDA loan 
programs to:

A. Adopt an option to have pre-ap-

proval for a loan for six months.
B. Expand the eligibility requirements of 

the program.
C. Recognize the increasing cost of land 

and equipment when determining the cap 
of the loan program.

D. Provide assistance in filling out the 
application.

E. Promote the programs through pod-
casts, trainings, and seminars.

F. Review requirements to graduate a 
loan for beginning farmers.

10. Educational programs for members 
and agricultural lenders on financial man-
agement and marketing programs.

11. Lenders cooperating with federal 
and state programs designed to help farm-
ers with financial stress.

12. Illinois Finance Authority’s (IFA) 
current agricultural loan programs and 
will cooperate with IFA in the expansion of 
existing programs and the development of 
new programs.

13. Legislation so that persons who 
have made prepayments to failed li-
censees for production inputs or servic-
es will receive a 100 percent refund of 
those payments, making the purchaser 
of the inputs first in line as a secured 
creditor.

14. Increased funding for federal guar-
anteed farm loan programs. These pro-

grams should be made more user friendly 
for both bankers and farmers by allowing 
increased flexibility of repayment terms and 
minimizing paperwork.

15. Seeking legislation so alfalfa and 
grassland forages are considered farm stor-
age facility loan commodities.

16. The Farm Credit System (FCS) re-
maining available to the farmer-owners 
through the cooperative system as an alter-
native to commercial banks.

17. Commercial banks, the FCS, and 
other lenders seeking opportunities to co-
operate in meeting the financing needs of 
farmers.

18. Elimination of the “exit provision” in 
the Farm Credit Act.

We oppose:
1. Any move by commercial banks and/

or bankers to alter the structure of the FCS, 
including attempts to replace farmers on 
boards of directors with commercial bank-
ers.

2. Commercial banks having access to 
money procured by virtue of the agency sta-
tus enjoyed by the FCS.

3. The sale of district FCS banks to com-
mercial or private banking interests.

4. All efforts to limit access to credit by 
major credit suppliers or to limit competi-
tion or to artificially set interest rates by gov-
ernment edict.

Getting To Know Your Farm Bureau Policy
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Save 25% off Regular Menu 
Price Orders when you order 
online at papajohns.com

These area businesses are proud to be a part of our 2024 Discount 
Program for members of the Knox County Farm Bureau®

The Knox County Farm Bureau does not intend the Membership Discount Program as an endorsement of any business or products/services on which discounts have been obtained, and assume no liability 
for any service rendered under the Membership Discount Program.  Benefits may change without notice and some restrictions may apply.
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March Board Highlights
The meeting of the Board of Directors of 

the Knox County Farm Bureau was held on 
March 21.

Education & Outreach – Lori Engel
February 13 was the Let’s do Charcuterie 

Class – 30 people attended. IFB Consumer 
Engagement Grant helped with the cost mak-
ing it $35 for members and non-members in-
stead of $50. March’s Floral Arranging Class is 
March 19 and all spots are full. The class will 
be $25 for members and $35 for non-members. 

Farm Business – Brian Nelson
2022 Plat Books are available in the office. 

Plat Books are $30 for members and $50 for 
wall maps for members. Marketing Club will 
continue to meet through March then take a 
break for spring. 

Government and Policy – Kurt Emken
Sign up for FB Act text alerts by tex-

ting the word FARM to 52886. The KCFB 
Legislative Luncheon was March 11 at Cherry 
Street at noon. Representatives Swanson, 
Hammond, Weaver and Senators Halpin and 
Anderson attended along with County Board 
Chairman, Jared Hawkinson.

Member Relations – Jeff Grady
KCFB met the 2023 Quota ending with 

810 MM, 17 MS, 21PM, 1,789 A Members.
Young Farmers – Brandon Hall 
FFA Acquaintance Night was cancelled 

January 22 at Skate Palace due to weather. 
The rescheduled date is March 19. Cover 
Crop Project Producers Meeting with IFB 
and U of I was held on March 1. March 1 was 
the Young Farmers Trivia Night Fundraiser. 

15 teams attended.
PrimeTimers – Hailey Hennenfent
The PrimeTimers Program of Work plan-

ning meeting was February 20 catered by 
HyVee. The next PrimeTimers meeting is 
March 19 with Tara Ruff from Tompkins 
State Bank speaking about scams and pro-
viding an update on the financial industry.

Foundation – Hailey Hennenfent
The KCFB Foundation Board met on 

February 27 and reviewed 15 scholarship ap-
plications. 6 students will be awarded schol-
arships this Spring. The next Foundation 
newsletter will be included with the March 
Bulletin. Next quarter Ag in the Community 
Grant Applications due May 1, 2024.

KAC – Hailey Hennenfent
The Agri Center met on February 27 and 

decided the date for the Spring Clean Up Day 
on March 25 with a rain date of March 28. A 
new plaque for the Meritorious Service to Ag 
Award will be installed this Spring.  

OLD BUSINESS
There are 2 vacancies on the Knox County 

Farm Bureau Board; District 2 & 4. 
KCFB Annual Meeting details were dis-

cussed for 2025. 
NEW BUSINESS
The Knox County Farm Bureau will once 

again sponsor the Grand Champion Steer 
banner and payout at the Knox County Fair. 

The Knox County Farm Bureau will par-
ticipate in the IAA Financial Study again.

The Knox County Farm Bureau Personnel 
Policies were approved.

Joe
Youngman                                       

Agency Manager
Peoria 

(309)686-7050

1220-507HC_-3/27/2024

"COUNTRY Financial®” is the marketing name for the COUNTRY Financial family of affiliated companies 
(collectively, “COUNTRY”), which include COUNTRY Life Insurance Company®, COUNTRY Mutual Insurance 
Company®, and their respective subsidiaries, located in Bloomington, Illinois.

Home policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®, COUNTRY Preferred Insurance Company® 
and COUNTRY Casualty Insurance Company®, Bloomington, IL.

Michael J
White

Galesburg 
(309)342-3177

Patrick
Young

Galesburg 
(309)342-5316

Ed
Johnson

Galesburg 
(309)342-1646

John
Ryner

Galesburg 
(309)342-1625

Doug
Atwater

Knoxville 
(309)948-7943

Jeremy
Kleine

Galesburg 
(309)342-3177

While parenting can be tricky at any 
life stage, parents inevitably face a range 
of new challenges when their kids become 
teenagers and start driving. You want your 
teen to enjoy their newfound indepen-
dence, but how do you make sure they 
stay safe behind the wheel? In observance 
of Distracted Driving Awareness month 
(April), COUNTRY Financial wants to help 
parents protect themselves and their teen 
drivers.

According to the National Safety Council, 
on a typical day more than 700 people are 
injured in distracted driving crashes, but the 
good news is that many of these accidents are 
preventable. COUNTRY Financial is here to 
help prepare you and your teenager to be a 
safe driver for life.

Be Alert and Minimize Distractions
From smartphones to touch screen moni-

tors and satellite radio, we’re surrounded by 
more distracting technology in our cars than 
ever before. 

A split-second glance at a screen can end 
in tragedy for a driver, their passengers, and 
other drivers, so make sure you talk to your 
teen about having a strategy in place for 
keeping their eyes on the road. For example, 
many smartphones will automatically dis-
able incoming texts while the car is moving 
so your teen won’t be tempted to look at their 
phone.

Plan Ahead
Every time a driver gets in their car, they 

should go through a mental checklist of tasks 
before even turning the ignition. In addi-

April is Distracted Driving Awareness Month
tion to fundamental safety precautions like 
checking mirrors and buckling seatbelts, 
they should also set up a GPS map of their 
route and queue up their playlist. Taking 
these simple steps before they leave—rath-
er than while they’re on the way—can help 
make sure they get there safely.

Follow the Rules of the Road for Teens
Teens are often tempted to speed, run red 

lights, roll through stop signs, and otherwise 
break the law while driving. Make sure they 
understand that being on time—even if it’s 
for school or their curfew—is never worth 
risking their safety on the road. If you’re 
looking for some extra peace of mind, there 
are a number of apps available that can alert 
you if your teen is driving faster than a speed 
limit you determine.

Find Ways to Save on Teen Driver 
Insurance Coverages

Teen drivers are often more expensive to 
insure, since historical evidence shows they 
have higher accident rates than adults.  Talk 
with your insurance representative about po-
tential discounts and programs that can help 
cut costs, such as driver safety courses and 
good student discounts.

About COUNTRY Financial
COUNTRY Financial is a marketing name for 

COUNTRY Life Insurance Company®, COUNTRY 
Mutual Insurance Company® and their respec-
tive subsidiaries, located in Bloomington, IL. 
COUNTRY Financial serves about one million 
households and businesses throughout the United 
States and offers a wide range of insurance and fi-
nancial products and services.

41
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GROW YOUR
OWN WAY

www.westcentralfs.com 

You have options. With a
vast seed portfolio and a
wide variety of trait
packages, grow your own
way with West Central FS,
Inc.

WELCOME 
NEW MEMBERS

The Knox County Farm Bureau 
would like to welcome 
the  following to our 

organization

Kenneth & Linda Anno
Rachel Diavovoka Kiambi
Alyssa Dillon
Maza Haynes
Luke & Valerie Piarowski
Mya Reese
Fela Soto
Madison Spence
Joey & Gretchen Platt
William & Ann Church
Colton Courson
Paul & Paula Hevland
Matthew Leclere
Patricia McMillen

Renee & Derek Powell
Natalie Rednour
Garrett Smick
Neil & Donna Thomas

Recipe of the Month 
Oven Baked 

Mississippi Chicken
Ingredients – 
4 Boneless skinless chicken breasts
1 (1-oz) package ranch dressing mix
1 (1-oz) packet Au Jus Gravy mix
1/3 cup sliced jarred pepperoncini peppers or banana peppers
½ cup butter, sliced

Instructions – 
Preheat oven to 425 degrees. Lightly spray a 9x13-inch dish with 

cooking spray. Place chicken in the baking dish. Sprinkle with ranch 
seasoning and au jus gravy mix. Top the chicken with peppers 
and top with butter slices. Bake chicken for 25-30 minutes, until 
chicken reaches an internal temperature of 165 degrees. Serve with 
vegetables, rice, pasta or potatoes. 
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‘Protecting, Connecting and Thriving: 
We Are All Public Health’ 

The Knox County Health Department 
recognized National Public Health Week the 
week of April 1st -7th. This year’s theme was 
Protecting, Connecting and Thriving: We are 
All Public Health.  Public Health is so much 
more than making sure our food and water 
are safe to eat and drink. It’s also the relation-
ships we foster in our communities. 

The public health progress in Knox 
County is a result of efforts in public health 
areas including communicable disease; 
emergency preparedness; inspections of food 
establishments, private water, and septic 
systems; childhood lead poisoning preven-
tion; community education; public health 
planning; coalition participation; and much 
more. During 2023: 

•	 636 food service establishments were 
inspected 

•	 358 temporary food permits were is-
sued

•	 42 private sewage systems installed 
•	 11potable water wells installed 
•	 244 STD tests provided through the 

program
•	 876 immunizations were provided to 

children and adults
•	 34 environmental investigations were 

implemented for children with el-

evated blood lead levels (EBLL)
•	 3,535 participants enrolled in WIC 
During National Public Health Week, 

the health department held a Walk-in STD 
Clinic for residents, participated in a ra-
dio interview with Galesburg In Focus on 
WGIL and had a staff luncheon. Throughout 
the month the department is holding a 
Walking Towards a Healthier You Walking 
Challenge, please see our webpage, www.
knoxcountyhealth.org or our Knox County 
Health Department and Knox Community 
Health Center Facebook page for more in-
formation. 

According to a January 2022 article from 
The Lancet Public Health, millions of wom-
en and girls worldwide experience period 
poverty, described as limited access to pe-
riod products, menstrual education. With 
this the Knox County Health Department 
and Knox Community Health Center are 
hosting a “Period Product Drive” through 
April 30th. Community members can drop 
off the following items that will be made 
into kits and donated to Safe Harbor Family 
Crisis Center and the Galesburg Rescue 
Mission & Women’s Shelter: pads (any size), 
tampons (any size), panty liners, menstrual 
cups, sanitary wipes, small storage pouch, 
and chocolate. The Health Department 
hours are Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m. 

PERIOD
PRODUCTDrive

JOIN US FOR OUR FIRST DONATION DRIVE TO
PROVIDE A BASIC NECESSITY FOR THOSE IN NEED 

The following items are gladly accepted: 

Pads (any size), Tampons (any size), Panty Liners,
Menstrual Cups, Sanitary Wipes, 

Small Pouch & Chocolate 

PLEASE DROP OFF AT 
Knox County Health Department 

1361 W. Fremont St. 
Galesburg, IL 61401

Accepting Donations 
April 1st - April 30th 

Monday-Friday 
8:00am-4:00pm

Donations benefit 
Safe Harbor Family Crisis Center

& 
Galesburg Rescue Mission

 & Women’s Shelter 

to 4:00 p.m.
If you would like to participate in our 

month-long Public Heath Week Activities, 
Walking Challenge or donate to the 
Period Product Drive, please see our web-
site. Facebook page or contact the Health 
Department for more information. 

Public Health’s future is not just about fix-
ing problems but preventing them and mak-
ing sure every person has access to the sup-

Health Department Recognized
National Public Health Week 

port and care they need for a healthier life. 
We celebrate how we are all intercon-

nected. Coming together to support public 
health as businesses, individuals, families, 
or communities will continue to help us 
follow our vision of “Healthy People in a 
Healthy Community.”  For more infor-
mation about the Knox County Health 
Department visit our website at or call us 
at 309-344-2224. 

Knox County teachers raised chicks in March.... and 
did they ever! Fifteen teachers raised 115 chicks! The stu-
dents enjoyed them as much as the teachers. Kindergarten 
and first grade have all received Ag lessons about...chick-
ens! 

Once spring break is over, a new group of teachers in 
the county will take their turn raising chicks. Eighteen 
more classrooms will begin the 21-day countdown to 
chicks.

Watch for more hatchings after spring break!

What Has Ag in the Classroom Been Up To?
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If you sell your items, please contact the Knox County Farm Bureau 
office at 309-342-2036 or email assistant@knoxcfb.org, so we can 
provide our readers with up-to-date information.

To place ads in the Bulletin or on the website, you must be a 
Knox County Farm Bureau member.  Call 309-342-2036 or email 
us at assistant@knoxcfb.org by the last Friday of each month to 
place your ad.

• Delivery 

• Personal Customer Service 

• Locally owned and operated 

• Ardex 

• W.R. Meadows 

• Milwaukee tool products 

• Special order products 

• Competitive pricing 

 

Phone:  309-342-5185 

Email: sales@galesburglumber.com 

 

161 N. Academy St.  
Galesburg, IL 61401 

Monday-Friday 7:00 am - 4:30 pm 

FOR SALE: New Solid Oak 6 ft. 
Sliding Doors, hardware included. 
$75. Call (309) 509-0474.
FOR SALE: Cover for short box 
Pick-Up Truck. $300. Call (309) 
351-6490.
FOR SALE: Mayrath Portable 
Auger - 28 ft., 6 in., 540 PTO - 
$500 OBO. Call (309) 875-3240.

MEMBERSHIP RECRUITER 
OF THE MONTH

Prime Timers News
PrimeTimers will meet on April 16, 2024 at noon for a potluck 

and speaker. Marilyn Holt will presenting on Matter of Balance and 
balance exercises. Please call the office to be added to the mailing 
list if you would like to join. Members 55 and older are welcome to 
join!

FOR RENT: Lake of the Ozarks 
House.  Rental Date: June 28 
2024 – July 5, 2024. Sleeps up 
to six people. Boat slip available. 
Boat rental available. $900 for the 
week. Call (309) 368-0561.

Case IH is a trademark registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its 
subsidiaries or affiliates. 1Subject to credit approval. Terms and conditions apply. 

664 US Highway 150 E • Galesburg, IL 61401
(309) 341-4360 • www.birkeys.com

 ü 12-Month CNH Parts Warranty

 ü Ongoing 10% Labor Discount

 ü No Service Call Fees

CUSTOMIZED MAINTENANCE INSPECTIONS
PEACE OF MIND, ONE INSPECTION AT A TIME.

SIGN UP TODAY AT BIRKEYS.COM/CMI

 ü In-Season Job Priority

 ü CMI Certified Decal 

 ü Multi-Point Inspection

Reach a new level of protection with a Birkey’s Certified CMI on your 
tractor, planter, combine, cornhead or platform.

The Knox County Farm Bureau 
would like to recognize COUNTRY 
Financial Representative, Ed 
Johnson as the top membership 
recruiter in March.  Ed signed three 
new Associate Members. Call your 
COUNTRY Representative for all 
your insurance and financial needs.

1998
In honor of National Library Week, April 19-25, the 

Women’s Committee donated the book “Little Johnny Angus 
Goes to the Show” to Ransom Public Library, Altona. The 
book is about a boy who takes his angus heifer to the 
National Junior Livestock Show.

Pictured are Michelle Erickson and the late Janice Larson
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Brett Goodwin
Katie Sturtewagen
Bryan Manny

   Justin McKeown

Cell-309-221-9780
STRUCTURES MARKETING  

SPECIALIST

OVER 150 YEARS OF SERVICE
TO AREA  FARMERS

161 N Academy St 
Galesburg, IL 61401 

Phone: 309-342-5185 
Email: sales@galesburglumber.com 

Local      Service    Delivery     Specialty            

-Lumber  -Ardex 

-Milwaukee Tools -W.R. Meadows 

AGRICULTURAL
BANKING SOLUTIONS.
Cultivating the full potential of Farm and
Agribusiness Operations for more than 75 years.

A
F
-1
1
8
9
3
6

Douglas Slaton 309-315-5305 
Luke Gierach 309-315-5304 
Rebecca King 309-315-5301

 

 

  

 


